Blessing of the Bicycles
Celebrant:	Present in a world groaning under the excesses of consumption, we acknowledge the inherent goodness of non-motorized, human- powered  transportation and give thanks for the simple beauty of the bicycle.  God of life,
People:	Hear our prayer.
Celebrant:  	Present in a community filled with children, we pray for those learning to ride.  Keep them smart, safe, and visible on their neighborhood roads.  God of life,
People:	Hear our prayer.
Celebrant:	Present in a community filled with strife, we pray for the victims of road rage and bike theft.  And we ask for the strength to forgive mean people.  God of life,
People:	Hear our prayer.
Celebrant:	Present in a world of work, we pray for those who build, repair, and clean our bikes and those who rely on bicycles to earn their living.  Bless those who choose to not drive to work and those for whom driving isn’t even an option.  God of life,
People: 	Hear our prayer.
Celebrant: 	We now observe a moment of silence for all who have died while riding…
[bookmark: _GoBack]		God of life,
People: 	Hear our prayer.  AMEN.
The Celebrant will bless and anoint (with water) all cyclists and their bikes.
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Adapted from a litany developed by Nadia Bolz-Weber, a Lutheran pastor living in Denver, Colorado.  Please change the blessing to fit your faith group.
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